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il «Democracy provides a method to deal with differences and conflicts”. ‘\\l\'\\
Discuss. | A

Ans. Democracy provides a method to deal with differences and conflicts. In any society, \f\;;\}\:
people are bound to have differences of opinions and interests. These differences are A
particularly sharp in a country like ours which has an amazing social diversity. People \N
belong to different regions, speak different languages, practise different religions \!
and have different castes. They look at the world very differently and have different
preferences. The preferences of one group can clash with those of other Qroups.
Democracy provides the only peaceful solution to this problem. In democracy, no one
is a permanent winner. No one is a permanent loser. Different groups can live with

one another peacefully. In a diverse country like India, democracy keeps our country
together,

02. What are the various aspects of democracy ?

@HAna\ysing & Evaluating)
Ans,

We may refer to three aspects of democracy—political, social and economic.

(i) Political Aspect : Political democracy requires “government by consent and
political equality.” Democracy, as a form of government, implies that. elections
Must be held with reasonable frequency. Moreover, there should be more than one

Political party competing for political power.

Social Aspect : A democratic society is one in which an atmo§phere of eq;zllg
Prevails. There should be no discrimination on grounds of religion, race, ca
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Q.3. What are the merits of a democratic government ?

. : *@ (Analysing & EValuat-
Ans. The merits of a democratic government are : ing

(i) A democratic government is a better
form of government.

(if) Democracy improves the quality of decision-making.

(iii) Democracy provides a method to deal with differences and conflicts.
)
)

government because it is g more accountyy,
v a0l

(iv) Democracy enhances the dignity of citizens.

(v) It is better than other forms of
mistakes.

Q.4. Why has India not experiences a famine as severe as that of China j,
1958-61 ?

government because it allows us to correct its gy,

Ans. China’s famine of 1958-1

Q.5. What are the drawbacks of a
Ans. The following are the draw backs
(i) Leaders keep changing in a

democracy.
of a democracy -

(iii) So many people have to be
iv) Elected lead - be
(iv) dBeccis?ons-ea ers do not knoy the best interest of the people. It leads t0
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A ) Every democracy }_1as to try to realise the ideals of a dem s
This cannot be achleyed once and for all. This requires a ¢ Ocratic decision-making;
strengthen democratic forms of decision-making. What W:gstant e_f-fort to save and
a difference to making our country more or less democraﬁ(z a; }flltlzeri; can make
and the weakness of _democracy : the fate of the country d epénd $ is the strength
the rulers do, but mainly on what we, as citizens, do s not just on what

(ii) This is what distinguished democracy from other

. ) governments.
government like monarchy, dictatorship or one party rule do notsré Ot.her alflor_rr.m s of
to take part in politics. quure all citizens
(iii) In @Ct; most non-democratic governments would like citizens not to take part in
pohh?s. But democracy depends on active political participation by all the citizens
That is why, a study of democracy must focus on democratic politics. .

Q.7. Why did the Institutional Revolutionary Party in Mexico never lose any

election till 2000 ?
Ans. The Institutional Revolutionary Party in Mexico was very strong till 2000. There are
many reasons behind it :
(i) Until 2000, every election was won by Institutional Revolutionary Party in Mexico.
Opposition parties did contest elections, but never managed to win.
(ii) All those who were employed in government offices had to attend its party
meetings. Teachers of government schools used to force parents to vote for the PRI.

(iii) Media largely ignored the activities of opposition political parties except to criticise

them.
(iv) Sometimes, the polling booths were shifted from one place to another in the last

minute, which made it difficult for people to cast their votes.
(v) The PRI spent a large sum of money in the campaign for its candidates.
Musharraf in Pakista

in Pakistan to empower himself :
ry coup in October 1999. He

d declared himself the ‘Chief

Q.8. What were the steps taken by n to empower himself s
Ans. The following steps were taken by Musharraf
(i) In Pakistan, General Pervez Musharraf led a milita
overthrew a democratically elected government an

Executive’ try. |
ecutive’ of the counix nt and in 2002, held a referendum In

(i) Later, he changed his designation to Preside :

the country that granted him a five-year extension. o
; d the Constitution
(iii) In 2002, he issued a ‘Legal Framework Order’ that amende he O onal or

of Pakistan. According to this Order, the President can dismiss

provincial assemblies. . d w
. officials an
(iv) The power to take final d

Musharraf.

(v) The work of the civilia
which was dominated by milita
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i Council
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ry officers.
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