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t mt pmperly in the clase.
s milk but her brother does not.
W.lth me in this matter ?
ing the elders.

W,Fe must keep in mind the following cases—
ingular subjeete are joined by the connector ‘and’, they take

! ter were begging on the road.

. = E

- = _‘ S N wille s _-'-..F“'.E: , !

T e |

gemed by ‘and’ and they refer to the same person or
| ."___f_-f .*ﬂ:ley take a singular verb. e.g.,
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| ' All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy.
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. different tl ings x persons are referred to, the Arucle is used before each
:, un and the al. e-e»

% @ The patron and the president have loft the meeting
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New Approach to English Grammar and Oomw1
; ‘or’, ‘nor’, ‘either...or’, Mth&%

4. Whﬁntwoormomdnguhrluhjectlmjoinodby ¢
‘not only..but also’, the verb must agree with the Jatter subject.

Read these sentences :
(@) Either Neelu or his friends are to blame.

(b) Neither he nor I am in the wrong.
(¢) Rattan or his brother is absent today.

(d) No boy or girl has come. |
(e) Not only tea but also there was hot milk. B by Neither_a
5. If there are two subjects of differe NOF o
‘Either....or’, the verb agrees with the

(@) Either he or I am wrong.

. iend re rogues.
(b) Either Seema or her friends @ B erlooked by the 5¢ cretary.

) Neither her parents nor Kanika w : :
P ingular so they take singular verb : |
mebody, either, neither,

Each, everyone, everybody, anyone, anybody, someone, SO h

many, none, nobody, no one, many a.

Read these sentences:
(@ Each of the brothers khas a pen.
]

») Everyone (everybody) wants to be happy.
(¢) Does anyone know the way to the nearest inn ? |
:

(d) Either of these two shirts is good.
(e) Neither of the two novels is worth reather.

(/ Many a man has done so.
(g) Every Indian honours the National Flag.
7 If the nouns are taken as different units, a plural verb is used. e.g.,

Bread and butter have been kept separately.
8. Some Nouns are plural in form, but are singular in meaning, SO they take a

216

singular verb. e.g.,

Economics, Innings, Mathematics, News, Physics, Politics, Wages, Measles, The
Arabian Nights, The West Indies, Billiards, Summons Dramatics, Aerobics,
Gymnastics, Statitics, Electronics, Diabetes, Rabies, Mumps, Tuberculosis,

Rickets, Cards, Darts, Athletics, Skittles and Tennis etc.

Read these sentences :
(@) Economics is my favourite subject.
(b) The news is correct.
(c) The wages of sin is death.
(d) Measles has broken out in the city.
(e) Summons was served on Mallaya.
(f) Billiards is my lovely game.
%)1 The second innings was exciting.
9. The following words
< A man;::e T::LI and they take plural verb. e.g.,
Examples :
(@) Both the roads are smooth,
(b) Many were called but few were selected
(c) A few of the boys were present. .
(d) Several of his books enjoy a good sale
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| “i Wiich is the name of a country or province, or a it is
~ (a) The Unihd States is a powerful nation.

| (b) The Arabian Nights contains interesting stories.
F 13. A Relative Pronoun must agree with its antecedent in Gender, Number and Person.
| Read these sentences : |

(@) It is I who am to answer your question.
(b) He, who is my friend, will help me.

(c) It is you who are to speak. :

(d) 1t i8 they who are to see the chairman.
(e) Rishi has sold the cow which gives milk.

14. A Collective Noun takes a singular verb when the subject stands for the collection
as a whole, and a plural verb when the subject stands for the individuals of
which it is composed; as— |
Read the following sentences :

(@) The whole group is absent today.

(b) The committee has issued its report.
(¢) The jury has four members.

(d) The jury have different opinions.

(¢) The crew were arrested.

15. When a plural Noun denotes some specific quantity, amount, distance, weight, or

amount of money and represents a single figure or quantity, it is considered as a
I whole and it takes a singular verb. e.g.,
(@) Two kilometres is a short distance.
(b) Nine kilometres is a long distance.
(¢) Five thousand rupees is not enough for me,
Now read some of the following sentences :
L 1. None of them is right.
: 2, Two thirds of this lesson is easy.
3. Many people live in poverty.
4. The quality of the bananas i» not good.
5. A large number of people were present there,
6. A pair of shoes is lying under the table.
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10. The majority of the applicants %" &/

Jia s G o ™ - _ : \ i &1 N . : ”
11. Neither he came here nor did his

\J N

MORE ABOUT SUBJECT ANL ERD AL

1. Introductory “there” 4 : | with the subj ect that
If a sentonce begins with ‘there’ the verbmust agros follgy,

it : e.g.,
(i) There was no milk in the jug.

(ii) There are five boys inhltl:ia;socﬁon.
(iii) There is little hope of his recovery. -
(iv) There were many pictures in the exhibition.
2. The Error of Proximity :
Sometimes the subject is
cases one should be careful as : _ :
(i) All the workers in this factory arein holiday today.
(ii) The teacher, along with the students, sas left the class.
(iii) The boys, who are in the hall, are the students of X-B.
3. Nouns Singular in form, but plural in meaning take a plural verb etc :eg.
(i) Many people live in the slums of Delhi.

(ii) The cattle are grazing in the field.
(iii) The cannon are fired from here.
4. A pair of shoes etc . are treated as singular and take a singular verb as :
(i) A pair of shoes islying there. |
(ii) A pair of gloves is lying on the floor.
5. When adjectives i.e., “much”, “more”, “little”, “less” are used as nouns, they take ,
singular verb, as: ‘
(i) Much of his wealth has been wasted.
(ii) Less than half the amount was paid. .
(i) More cream is needed to make the soup tasty. '
(iv) A little help will do me more. i

6. The number of, a number of : When ‘the number of’ is used with a subject, singular |
verb is used.

When ‘a number of’ is used with a subject, the plural verb is used; as
(i) A number of boys were absent.

(&) The number of absentees is very large.

7. “Alot of”, “A great deal of”, “Plenty of”, “Most of”, “Some of” : When they refer'’ |
amount, a singular verb is used but when they refer to number, a plural ver?” |
used, as : |

(i) Alot of work has been finished.

(i) A lot of people were present there in the meeting
(iii)Agreatdeaiofworkmumithbem. .

separated from its verb by a phrase or a clause. In gy

(vi) Some of the students e w 4

Scanned by TapScanner



Scanned by TapScanner



